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STATISTICS 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

“A SNAPSHOT OF TEEN SEX” 

 

“Another favorite activity? Sex. A little more than half the 1,000 students in the only high school are 

sexually active; the average age of initiation: 15 1/2.” 

 

“The map took researchers by surprise.  Overall, 573 out of 832 surveyed students reported at least one 

relationship during the previous 18 months.  The majority probably involved an ‘exchange of fluids,’ say 

the authors.   There were 63 couples who had no outside partners, but an astonishing 288 students were 

linked together in an elaborate network of liaisons.  Many students had just one or two romances, but 

there were at risk of contracting STDs from everyone in the chain.  This, wrote the authors, is ‘the worst-

case scenario for potential disease diffusion.’” 

 

(Claudia Wallis, “A Snapshot of Teens Sex,” Time (February 2005): 58) 

______________________ 

 

“ARE YOUR KIDS REAL-WORLD READY?” 

 

“For the vast majority of teenagers, God is irrelevant to their everyday lives. In our exclusive survey of 

almost 15,000 Christian teenagers, we discovered that almost two-thirds (62 percent) of them watch R-

rated films ‘a lot’ or ‘occasionally,’ but only a third of them (34 percent) say they often have ‘real 

conversations’ at church about the films they watch. Also, just over a third of them (36 percent) say their 

youth leader knows ‘a lot’ about their ‘real world.”  

 

(Rick Lawrence, “Are Your Kids Real-World Ready?” Group Magazine, January/February 2005, pg. 91, 

www.groupmag.com) 

______________________ 

 

“MAJORITY OF TEENS DON’T WANT TO HAVE SEX…SO WHY DOES NBC PUSH THEM 

TO?” 
 

”In a press release issued this week, NBC announced the results of a survey they recently conducted with 

help from PEOPLE magazine on the sexual experience of adolescents. With remarkably detailed 

questions, NBC prodded 13 to 16 year olds to discuss graphic outercourse activities, intercourse, and 

intimate physical contact. The results? The majority of teens don’t want to have sex. Shocking and 

disappointing to network executives, for sure.”  

 

“When teens were asked why they had engaged in intimate sexual contact, the overwhelming majority of 

them (76 percent) answered it was only ‘because the other person wanted to.’ Indeed, half of the teens 

clearly stated that they really “wanted to remain virgins.” Of course, blinded eyes see this survey as proof 

that teens are sexually active and therefore need contraception. However, the wise will ask, ‘Why are 

teens feeling forced to have sex when they clearly don’t want to?’” 

 

(April Kurtz, “Majority of Teens Don’t Want to Have Sex…So Why Does NBC Push Them To?”, 

Abstinence Clearinghouse, January 26, 2005, http://www.abstinence.net/library/index.php?entryid=1808) 

______________________ 

http://www.abstinence.net/library/index.php?entryid=1808
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“NEARLY 3 IN 10 YOUNG TEENS ‘SEXUALLY ACTIVE’” 

 

“Sexually active young teens” 

 

“Nearly 2 in 10 (27%) thirteen to sixteen year-olds are sexually active and ‘have been with someone in an 

intimate or sexual way.’ Most of these sexually active teens have touched someone else’s genitals and 

almost half had oral sex and/or had sexual intercourse.  Sexual activity is much more common among 15 

to 16 year-olds (41%) than 13 to 14 year-olds (14%).” 

 

“Most 13 to 16-year-olds waiting to have sex” 

 

“The vast majority (87%) of teens aged 13 to 16, have not had sexual intercourse.  Most (73%) have not 

been sexually intimate at all.  Seventy-four percent say they have not had sex because they made a 

conscious decision not to.  As many (75%) have not because they believe they are too young.  Many say 

they abstain because they fear the potential consequences – pregnancy (74%), STDs (71%), parents’ 

reaction (65%).  While just more than half say it is because they haven’t met the right person yet (54%), 

few say it is because of a lack of opportunity (21%). Four in 10 (42%) say they have not because of 

religious or moral beliefs.” 

 

“Girls are more likely than boys to cite a conscious decision to wait (81% vs. 67%), belief they are too 

young (82% vs. 67%), fear of pregnancy (77% vs. 71%), STDs (75% vs. 68%), or parents or (71% vs. 

59%) friends’ reaction (28% vs. 13%).” 

 

“Fifteen to 16 year-olds are more likely than 13 to 14 year-olds to say they have not had sex because they 

have not met the right person (62% vs. 47%).  Thirteen to 14 year-olds are more likely to say it is because 

they think they are too young (82% vs. 66%).” 

 

“Today, 70% of teens, ages 13 to 16, know the definition of oral sex.  Knowledge about oral sex is lower 

among the youngest teens but that knowledge increases with age.  While only six in 10 (58%) 13 and 14 

year-olds knew what oral sex is a solid majority of 15 and 16 year-olds (82%) know what oral sex is.” 

 

“Are Teens Who Have Oral Sex Still Virgins?” 

 

“While a majority of teens do feel that oral sex is as big a deal as intercourse, it seems oral sex is taken 

somewhat more lightly than intercourse.  More than half (54%) of American teens maintain that teens 

who only engage in oral sex are still virgins.  However, the way in which virginity is defined varies by 

both their age and where they life:” 

 

• “Older teens, 15 to 16-year-olds, are more likely to say teens having oral sex are still virgins than are 

13 to 14-year-olds (60% vs. 46%).” 

• “Suburban teens (60%) are more likely to say teens who have oral sex are still virgins than teens who 

live in an urban environment (45%).” 

 

“Do Teens Approve of Teens Having Oral Sex?” 

 

“Our survey found teens who know what oral sex is are more likely to accept older teens having oral sex.  

Most teens don’t think it is okay for 13 to 14 year-olds to be having it (87%). Seven in 10 (70%) also 
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don’t approve of 15 to 15 year-olds having oral sex.  However, fewer are disapproving of older teens – 

only a little more than third of teens (35%) think 17 to 18 year-olds shouldn’t engage in oral sex.  Girls 

are more likely than boys to disapprove of teens in each age group – 13 to 14, 15 to 16, 17 to 18 – 

engaging in oral sex or sexual intercourse.” 

 

“How Many Teens Have Had Oral Sex?” 

 

• “One in 10 (12%) teens have had oral sex.  Almost 9 out 10 (88%) teens have not.” 

 

• “Girls are as likely as boys to have had oral sex, but it seems there’s a discrepancy when it comes to 

willingness to perform oral sex. 22% of sexually active girls say their partner never performs oral sex 

on them, while only 5% of boys say their partner never does.” 

 

• “Engaging in oral sex is more common among 15 to 16 year-olds (19%) than 13 to 14 year-olds 

(4%).” 

 

• “Four percent of teens have had oral sex in a casual relationship.” 

 

• “A statistically insignificant less than one-half of a percentage of teens said they had ever been to the 

now mythological oral sex party.” 

 

“had oral sex for the first time because they wanted to be more popular or to be accepted, 76% said they 

did because the other person wanted to.  Teens also say they had oral sex for the first time because they 

met the right person (71%), to satisfy a sexual desire (70%), so they didn’t have to worry about pregnancy 

(68%), or because they were curious (64%). Half (49%) say the first time they had oral sex they did so 

because they wanted to remain virgins.” 

 

“SUMMARY TABLE: Reasons teens had oral sex for the first time       Major reasonMinor 

Reason   Not a reasonThe other person wanted to41%35%23%You met the right person47%24%29%To 

satisfy sexual desire36%34%30%You don’t have to worry about pregnancy40%28%32%You were 

curious35%29%36% You are still a virgin if you have oral sex24%25%50%You wanted to avoid having 

sexual intercourse20%20%60%You don’t think you can get STDs from oral sex17%18%65%You wanted 

to avoid being touched or undressed7%17%75%You wanted to be more popular and 

accepted4%17%79%” 

 

• “Most 13 and 14 year olds who have had oral sex did so to avoid intercourse at least one.” 

 

• “Boys and girls are equally likely to have opted for oral sex over intercourse.” 

 

“Not a reasonMet the right person62%20%18%Were curious36%35%28%To satisfy a sexual 

desire34%34%31%Hoped it would make relationship closer28%28%44%Pressure from 

partner15%19%65%Wanted to be more popular and accepted2%16%81%.” 

 

“Curiosity (36%) or sexual desire (34%) played a major role in why young teens had sexual intercourse 

for the first time.  More than a quarter (28%) did so in hopes of making the relationship with the other 

person closer.  Fewer said they were pressured (15%) or did so to be accepted or popular (2%). In 

addition, boys are more likely than girls to have had sex the first time to satisfy a sexual desire (49% vs. 

15%).” 
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“‘Friends with Benefits’” 

 

“Casual relationships are not uncommon among seuxually active teens.  Eight percent of 13 to 16 year-

olds, which amounts to roughly half of young teens who have had oral sex or sexual intercourse, have 

been involved in a casual sexual relationship.  Girls are as likely to have had a casual relationship as boys.  

These casual relationships typically involve oral sex (78%) and/or sexual intercourse (79%).” 

 

“Young teens who engage in casual relationships often do so ‘to satisfy a sexual desire’ (67%). Nearly 

half (48%) have had a casual sexual relationship because they wanted to ‘avoid the complications of a 

serious relationship.’” 

 

“SUMMARY TABLE: Reasons For Casual Sexual Relationship” 
 

“To satisfy a sexual desire67%Wanted to avoid the complications of a serious relationship 48%Didn’t 

want to get emotionally invovled37%Were curious about this type of relationship37%Wanted to make 

relationship closer34% Too young for serious relationship33%” 

 

“This disconnect continues when it comes to teens’ actual behavior: while 27% of teens report having 

been sexually intimate, only about half of their parents (15%) believed their teens had gone beyond 

kissing.” 

 

(“Nearly 3 in 10 young teens ‘sexually active,’” MSNBC, January 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“SEXY SURVEY” 

 

“Reports the results of an Internet survey of 14,183 13-20 years old youth (94% female) about what is 

sexy. Some of the findings:” 

 

• “70% of girls have had their first kiss (30% before 13, 47% were 13-15 years old, 18% were 15-17 

year old)” 

 

• “70% of girls said they are virgins”  

 

• “4% of non-virgingirls report “losing” their virginity before age 13 (22% between 13-15 years old, 

39% between 15-17, and 35% were 18 or older).”  

 

• “19% of girls said they met with someone in person only once whom they chatted with online”  

 

• “49% of girls and 34% of guys think tattoos are sexy” 

 

• “Girls said the sexiest guys on TV were: Adam Brody, Chad Michael Murray, Ashton Kutcher, 

Gregory Smith, and Xzibit.”  

 

• “Girls said the sexiest guys in music are: Usher, Maroon 5’s Adam Levine, Justin Timberlake, the 

Strokes, Eminem, and Jay-Z” 
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(“Sexy Survey” ElleGirl, April 2005 edition, pp87-91) 

______________________ 

 

“SURVEY: MORE YOUNG PEOPLE GOING ONLINE FOR HEALTH INFORMATION THAN 

TO SHOP, CHECK SPORT SCORES OR CHAT” 

 

“Nearly All Teens Have Been Online, But Race and Class Still Factors In Access” 

 

“While Internet use among youth is now widespread, differences in access across racial and socio-

economic lines still exist. For example, one in four Hispanic youths has never gone online, compared to 

just 6% of white youth and 13% of African American youth. Eighty percent of all white respondents have 

Internet access from home, compared to 66% of African Americans and 55% of Hispanics. Socio-

economic disparities also persist: 85% of youth from self-defined working class or lower class 

backgrounds have been online, compared with 91% of middle class and 93% of upper and upper-middle 

class youth.” 

 

(“More Young People Going Online for Health Information Than to Shop, Check Sports Scores or Chat”, 

The Kaiser Family Foundation, Publication # 3202, December 11, 2001.) 

______________________ 

 

“Every Child Every Promise Turning Failure into Action” 

 

 “1 in 12 high school students has attempted suicide” 

 

 “Upwards of 70% of fourth- and eighth- graders are not proficient in math or reading” 

 

 “42% of young people wish they had more caring adults to whom they could turn for help” 

 

 “Approximately 25% of all public high school students fail to graduate on time, if at all. Researchers 

have estimated that for African Americans and Hispanics, the graduation rate could be as low as 

50%.” 

 

 “Among 15-year-olds from 39 nations who took standardized math tests, American students finished a 

dismal 24
th

.” 

 

 “Upwards of 70% of fourth- and eighth- graders score below proficient in math and reading on the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress.” 

 

 “Approximately one in six American children between ages 6 and 19 are overweight.” 

 

 “One in 12 high school students has attempted suicide.” 

 

 “Nearly 1.6 million 12- to 19-year-olds are victims of violent crime.” 

 

 “There is another equally troubling consequence: Because we as a nation are failing to prepare them 

for the future, many young people are beginning to loss hope.  More than 40% of our young people 

say they doubt they can ever achieve their goals and 70% wish they had more opportunities to help 

them fulfill their dreams”  
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 “The National Promises Study also found that 21% - or over 10 million 6- to 17-year-olds – have a 

very low chance of success.” 

 

 “Roughly 20% of our young people do not have caring adults in their lives.” 

 

 “One-third of teenagers (more than 8 million 12- to 17 –year-olds) and one-fifth of younger children 

(5 million 6- to 11-year-olds) are reported not to have high-quality relationships with their parents.” 

 

 “Only 8% of young people have a strong relationship with a formal mentor.” 

 

 “According to the Voices Study, 42% of young people wish they had more caring adults to whom 

they could turn for help.” 

 

 “Forty percent of teenagers report that their parents are not involved in their education.” 

 

 “Approximately 25% of all public high school students fail to graduate on time, if at all.  Researchers 

have estimated that for African Americans and Hispanics, the graduation rate could be as low as 

50%.” 

 

 “Nearly 1.6 million 12- to 19-year-olds are victims crime.” 

 

 “According to an analysis by Princeton economist Cecilia Rouse, the reduced earnings caused by high 

school dropouts who are not between 20 and 67 years old mean the U.S. Treasury and state 

governments take in $50 billion less in income taxes each year than they would otherwise.” 

 

 “Dr. Rouse also found that households headed by 20- to 67-year-old high school dropouts paid $3 

billion less in property taxes than did the homes headed by high school graduates.” 

 

 “Each young person who fails to finish high school and goes on to a life of crime costs the nation 

between $1.7 and $2.3 million.” 

 

 “A 1% increase in high school graduation rates would yield $1.8 billion in social benefits and reduce 

the number of crimes nationwide by 94,000.” 

 

(“Every Child Every Promise Turning Failure into Action,” America’s Promise Alliance, 

http://www.americaspromise.org/Resources/Research-and-Reports/~/media/Files/About/ECEP%20-

%20Full%20Report.aspx)  

______________________ 

 

 

http://www.americaspromise.org/Resources/Research-and-Reports/~/media/Files/About/ECEP%20-%20Full%20Report.aspx
http://www.americaspromise.org/Resources/Research-and-Reports/~/media/Files/About/ECEP%20-%20Full%20Report.aspx

